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Phra Buddha Sihing

Sukhothai-Lanna Period, ca. 16" century. According to Thai chronicles, this sacred Buddha
image served as a palladium among numerous ancient Thai capitals and important cities.
The image was eventually brought to Bangkok by Vice-King Bovorn Maha Surasinghanat in
1795 A.D. and was placed in Buddhaisawan Chapel in the Front Palace. On the day of the
Thai New Year (Songkran), the Phra Buddha Sihing image is brought to Sanam Luang for
public veneration. The meaning of of this Buddha means “bringing prosperity and

auspiciousness to the kingdom and worshipper.”
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Phra Chai (Victorious Buddha image)

Bangkok Period, ca. 19"-20" centuries. According to Thai tradition, kings would order the
creation of a Phra Chai style image for an auspicious occasion of his reign or for the
performance of important royal ceremonies, as well as for protection against misfortune.
Such an image is usually depicted seated with the hands displayed in the touching-the-earth
gesture and holding a monastic fan (talipot). This Buddha has an enameled gold halo and a
body and pedestal decorated with diamonds and gemstones. The name of this Buddha

means “bringing victory.”
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Buddha image in the attitude of Pacifying the Ocean (Ham Samudra)

Ayutthaya Period, ca. 17"-18" centuries.This standing Buddha holds both his hands in the
gesture of reassurance (abhayamudra). In the Thai tradition, this image represents the
Buddha stopping a rainstorm and flood, thus causing three arrogant hermits to realize the
importance of the Buddha’s preaching. The hermits and their followers were then ordained
as monks. This type of Buddha image continued to be produced in the Bangkok period,
when it was used for the chasing water royal ceremony, as well as for ceremonies for the
protection from danger. The name of this Buddha means “bringing safety.”
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Phra Hai Sok (Healing Sadness Buddha image)

Lanna art, ca. 16" century.This royal donation, inscribed on the pedestal with the auspicious
name “Phra Hai Sok” (Healing Sadness Buddha), was sent to Bangkok during the reign of
King Mongkut(Rama IV) in 1856. This Buddha image may have previously been used for royal

ceremonies before being transferred to the National Museum Bangkok in 1931.
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Phra Bhaisajyaguru (Buddha of healing sickness)

Lopburi Period, ca. 12"13" centuries. This seated Buddha sheltered by Naga hoods holds a
medicine container in his hands. Conceived under the influence of Mahayana Buddhism,
Bhaisajyaguru Buddha was believed to have the ability to cure sickness and mental illness,
and to bring blessing for a long life. Practitioners sought relief from sickness by chanting his
name and touching the Buddha image. Created during the reign of King Jayavarman VII of

Cambodia, this type of the Buddha image was placed at hospitals for patients to venerate.
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Luang Pho Nak Buddha image

Lanna art, ca 15" century, a Buddha created with special materials-bronze with the high
mixture of gold and gemstone adornment. The Buddha sits in meditation, his feet carving in
auspicious decorations. The inscription beneath the pedestal indicated the name of Phraya
Yuthithira, King of Phayao in 1476. The looters found this Buddha at an ancient chedi in
Phayao Province. Later, they were arrested by the police at Lamphang Province. Luang
Adunthanprichawai, the judge of Chiang Rai Province presented the Buddha to King Rama VI
during the king’s visit to the northern states in 1926. The Buddha in meditation suggests the

meaning of enlightenment for “bringing peacefulness, prosperity and wealth.”
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Crowned Buddha

Buddha subduing Mara, Lanna art, ca 16th century, created to represent a Buddhist literature
(Maha Jambupati sutra) as the Buddha tormented King Jambupati. The Buddha appeared in
the emperor ornamentations signify the power over all kings of the world and preaching to
King Jambupati until he defeated and accepted the religion. The meaning of decorated
Buddha is “power,” and dharma as the most powerful treasure. Crowned Buddha also
signifies the Maitreya Bodhisatta the future Buddha. The meaning of this Buddha is “bringing

power and wishing to meet the Maitreya Buddha in the next life.”
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The Buddha imprinting His Footprint

Lanna art, ca 16" century. In Lanna legend, Buddha went to the places where the Buddhism
would prosper in the future; he then forecasted the event and imprinted his footprint on
the ground as a symbol of the religion. All previous and future Buddha would do the same
as an essential tradition. Usually, this Buddha style is a standing Buddha imprinting his
footstep inside three footprints, denote the four Buddha footprints from the four Buddha of
this world in Buddhist eschatology. Paying respect to this Buddha is to “ensuring certainty in
Buddhism.”
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The Buddha Tormenting Mahisara Deva

Bangkok art, ca 20" century. The Buddha is walking meditation overhead Mahisara Deva
(Shiva), created to represent the scene in Buddhist scriptures. Mahisara Deva was angry that
the deities are respected to the Lord Buddha. Then he challenged to the Buddha by playing
hide-and-seek. Mahisara Deva cannot hide himself from the great vision of Buddha. On the
other hand he cannot find the Lord Buddha who transforms himself as an atom and
standing just near the Mahisara Deva eye. Mihasara Deva was surrender to the Buddha and
accepted dharma. After the Buddha’s death, Mahison Deva created the Buddha image by
the magical power and turned overhead to the temple on Monthakiri Mountain. Paying

respect to this Buddha is to “disposing the mistaken notion.”



